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Russia would continue in a war first declared upon
herself, and in which we had come to her help. This was
the ruling factor in the whole situation. The Bolsheviks
were the only party which insisted upon an immediate
armistice, and after the colossal casualties and fatigues of
the War that cry was sure to carry the whole country.
It must not be forgotten that the War was still to con-
tinue on other fronts for a year and a half, and that is
why so many ardent revolutionaries were in the Zimin
theatre with me pleading for its continuance on the
Russian side. No one could then have foreseen that after
Russia had withdrawn, her Allies, by their final triumph
over Germany, would eliminate the German danger for
Russia.

In the period of Intervention I was sent by our Govern-
ment through Siberia, where in one town after another
I explained in public addresses the limits of our inter-
ference, and stood for a settlement of future questions of
government in Russia on the lines of a constituent
assembly, such as had been dispersed with violence in
Petrograd in January 1918. The posters of my lectures
were still aU over die town of Ekaterinburg when the
Bolsheviks marched in.

Returning at the end of 1919 to my university work
in England, though from now onward in London, I set
myself to build up a School of Slavonic and East Euro-
pean Studies, and also in public lectures in almost every
county of England to counter the propaganda for an
application of the Bolshevist principles and programme
in this country. During the first period of Communist
rule in Russia, that of militant Communism ending in
1921, the two countries were almost entirely cut off